
TOWN OF TAGHKANIC  
ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 

March 18, 2019 
 

Members present:  Joyce Thompson, Chair; Linda Swartz, Co-Chair and Secretary; Members:  Al Huehnel, John Roberts, 
Donn Critchell, Kathy Bainer, Moisha Blechman, Elizabeth O’Donnell (via video conference); ZC Consultant Ted Fink 
 
The meeting was called to order by Joyce Thompson at 5:10. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
A motion to accept the Minutes of March 4, 2019, was made by Donn Critchell and seconded by Al Huehnel. 

Ayes:  5 (Critchell, Huehnel, Roberts, Bainer, O’Donnell)  Nays:  0  Abstained:  1 (Blechman) 
 
Clean Energy Program and Unified Solar Permit: 
Joyce met with Jill Falchi from NYS Economic Development, with whom the Town is working on becoming a Clean Energy 
Community.  Joyce reported that the benchmarking requirement has been completed, and that CEO Dennis Callahan has 
completed a course in enforcement for the Unified Solar Permit.  The Unified Solar Permit (USP) will standardize 
installation (roof installation does not require USP).  Town Board is expected to sign a Resolution stating that the Town 
will use the permit.  These are three of a four-step program to secure NYSERDA grant money in the future.  Joyce will send 
the information out to the ZC.   
 
Changing light bulbs is not likely to be enough for the town to meet the requirements for electrical energy reduction 
under the Clean Energy Program; but Joyce said that the Town could instead consider installing a vehicle charger.  Kathy 
asked if the vehicle charger would still qualify if it were to be installed on the gas station property rather than on town 
property.  Joyce will find out. 
 
So as not to further delay completion of the Zoning Code, Joyce recommends that short-term rentals and solar energy be 
done as zoning amendments through adoption of local laws due to the time-consuming research needed to fully 
understand and regulate those uses. 
 
Review of Definitions (Section 20): 
Agriculture:  

 Should there be separate entries for commercial agriculture and non-commercial agriculture?      

 Add winery, brewery and distillery.  Ted will create definitions. 

 Agri-tourism definition contains a lot of regulation which will be removed from the definition, only the first 
sentence of the definition is needed.  The remainder of the paragraph will be moved into Section 60.J.12.  The 
end of the last sentence will be changed from “…wine and distillery tours” to “winery, brewery, and distillery 
tours”.  “Agri-tourism” will be moved out to the margin rather than appearing as a “bullet” under “Agriculture” 

 “Animal Husbandry” is defined separately and “Crop Production” is covered in the definition for Agriculture; 
therefore, it is not necessary to include these as separate definitions under the “Agriculture” heading. They will 
be removed.  

 
Airfield/Airstrip, Private:  Changed to read “A facility for the take-off and landing of private aircraft and may include the 
storage and maintenance of non-commercial aircraft”.   “Airfield/Airstrip, Private” is a prohibited use, as is “Aircraft 
Landing Pad” and Airport, Public”.  Heliport/Helipad (also prohibited) will be defined and listed alphabetically under “H”. 
 
Alternate Care Housing is removed as a separate entry in the alphabetical listing since it appears under “Housing, Special 
Needs”. 
 
Animal Hospital:  Change the word “occupation” to “use”.  Change last sentence to include other services as are 
customary to an Animal Hospital. 
 
Animal Husbandry:  Capitalize the first letters in “Confined Animal Feeding Operation”. 
 
Antenna:  Regulation language will be removed from the definition.  Definition will read “Equipment designed to transmit 
or receive electronic signals or electromagnetic waves.” 
 
Aquifer:  Ted will get a “tighter” geologic definition from the State. 
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Assembly Facility:  Remove commas from around “from raw materials”. 
 
Attached:  Change “shall mean” to “is”. 
 
Attic:  Change to read as follows:  “That space of a building immediately below and wholly or partly within the roof 
framing, used for storage and not habitable area.” 
 
Automobile Lease/Rental Facility:  This use needs to be included in the Use Table (Section 40).  ZC considered whether or 
not this use should include a gas pump, which would necessitate closer review and additional regulations.  Automobile 
Lease/Rental Facility could conceivably qualify under the definition of “Business, Service” or “Business, Retail”.  The ZC 
decided to keep the definition for Automobile Lease/Rental Facility (with the following changes) and allow the use only in 
the MU District with Site Plan Review; Special Use Permit required if gas pump is installed.  Change “on either” to “for” 
and delete the last sentence as it is regulatory. 
 
Basement:  Change “shall be” to “is”. 
 
Boarding House: Change “extended or seasonal lodging” to “seasonal or extended lodging”. 
 
Buffer Zone, Stream/Wetland: Change as follows:  “A setback as required by the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation or the Army Corps of Engineers.” 
 
Buildable Land:  Change semicolon to comma after “facilities” 
 
Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer:  List “Building Inspector” under “B” in Definitions and cross reference to 
“Code Enforcement Officer” which will be listed under “C”.  “Zoning Enforcement Officer” (which appears under “Z”) will 
also cross reference to “Code Enforcement Officer”.  This is the appropriate title under the NYS Building Code. 
 
Elizabeth suggested that as we review the Definitions, we should get rid of any use that is truly not useful and needed in 
our Business District or town.  As an example, she asked would we want a car rental place business next to the diner.  
Joyce said it is time for the town to meet with the businesses and find out what kinds of businesses they see as 
complimentary.  This activity would be necessary in the development of a business district master plan.  Elizabeth said 
that zoning is essentially the “pre-master plan”; that is, it is the program you use to develop a master plan. 
 
Short term rental:   
Late this afternoon, Ted sent Joyce a list of questions concerning Short-term rentals for the ZC to consider before the next 
meeting.  Joyce will send it out to the ZC. 
 
Ridgelines and Value of Trees (Moisha’s concerns):  
If time is available at the April 13 Workshop, we will discuss these issues. Ted will rewrite the Scope and Purposes to 
include the ideas presented in the Value of Trees submission from Moisha and the CAC.    
 
Next Meeting: 
Saturday, April 13:  Full-day Workshop beginning at 10:a.m.  We will try to finish up Section 20, beginning with “Building 
Line”.   Once we have a complete draft document, we will schedule another Saturday meeting. 

 
Motion to adjourn:  Al Huehnel     Seconded by: Donn Critchell 

Ayes:  6 (Huehnel, Critchell, O’Donnell, Bainer, Roberts, Blechman)  Nays:  0  Abstained: 0 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:12 p.m. 
 
Public Audience:   None 
Minutes Prepared by:  Linda Swartz 


